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AN UNPRECEDENTED OPPORTUNITY  

Hawai`i has an unprecedented opportunity to assist the U.S. government to advance regional 

and international priorities shared by the State Department and Hawai`i’s New Day economic 

plan.  

It's not a choice between our environment and our economy; it's a choice between 

prosperity and decline     – President Barack Obama   
 

Jobs in energy, agriculture and environmental protection will be a cornerstone in 
a new sustainable economy in Hawai‘i    – Governor Neil Abercrombie 
 

As a microcosm for security challenges facing the globe, Hawai‘i has a unique opportunity to 
build a green economy at a manageable scale with an innovative, integrated multi-sector 
partnership and work with others to adapt to a changing world.  The Hawai`i Green Growth 
Initiative (HGG) brings Hawai`i leaders from energy, food and the environment together to 
achieve Hawai`i’s sustainability goals and be a model for integrated green growth. 

 

The year 2012 is a significant milestone for the global sustainability agenda with the twentieth 
anniversary of the Earth Summit: UN Conference on Sustainable Development in Rio.  Many 
other international and regional meetings will highlight green growth progress.  Hawai`i could 
present a unique example of U.S. commitment to integrated green growth, including energy, 
food and eco-security targets at these events. 

 

Secure & Sustainable:  Hawai`i Green Growth Initiative  

As the most isolated population on the planet, Hawai’i exemplifies the urgent need for action on 
the global priority for green growth. Hawai`i’s people depend on imports for 95% of their energy 
and 85-90% of their food, at an estimated annual cost of $8.6 billion. Hawai‘i is also known as a 
hot spot for biodiversity loss.  Like all islands across the Asia Pacific region, Hawai`i will be on 
the forefront responding to climate change impacts.   

 

Hawai`i is ready to serve as a US example of early action on green growth.   In support of 

the New Day Hawai`i plan and the HI 2050 Sustainability Plan, the HI Green Growth Initiative 

set ambitious targets to build a more secure, sustainable and resilient economy for Hawai`i by 

2030: 

 70% clean energy  -- 40% from renewable resources, 30% from conservation 

 double local food production -- 20-30% of food consumed in Hawai`i is locally produced 

 reverse the trend of natural resource loss mauka to makai -- more water; more reef 
fish; more healthy forests, streams & coastlines; no new extinctions of Hawaiian species   

 increase local green jobs and education to implement these targets  
 

A working group of leaders from private and public entities across Hawai`i are collaborating on 

three key strategies to develop the state’s green economy. 
 

- Strengthen political support for action on Hawai`i ’s emerging green (and blue) growth 
initiatives at the state, national and international levels 
 

- Develop multi-sector partnerships to achieve Hawai`i green growth targets for energy, 
food and eco-security by 2030 
 

- Build Hawai`i ’s “global brand” as an early example of green growth, ready to learn 
and share with others around the world.   



 

 

Hawai‘i can showcase a variety of successful large-scale green (and blue) initiatives to support 

U.S. green growth priorities at international fora, including a world-class marine conservation 

area and international network, 11 watershed partnerships statewide to manage over 2.2 million 

acres with more than 60 public and private landowners and managers; multi-agency biosecurity 

programs; and innovative funding mechanisms to support these programs. Hawai`i ’s host 

culture provides guiding principles for collaborative action and self-sufficiency.   
 

Hawai‘i Green Growth Working Group & Advisors: 
Governor’s Office: Lieutenant Governor Brian Schatz 

Gary Gill, Coord, New Day Sustainability Working Group & Deputy Dir for the Env, Dept of Health  

      Malia Paul, Deputy Chief of Staff, Lt Governor’s Office 

Coordination:    Audrey Newman, Senior Advisor, Global Island Partnership  

  Jenta Russell, Fellow, Global Island Partnership  

Energy:   Mike Hamnett, Co-Chair, HI Energy Policy Forum & Executive Director,Research Corporation, UH  

   Jeff Mikulina, Executive Director, Blue Planet Foundation 

Darren Kimura, President, Sopogy 
Maria Tome, Chief, Renewable Energy Branch, HI Dept of Business, Economic Dev’t & Tourism  

Mark Duda, President, Hawai‘i Solar Energy Association 

Robbie Alm, Executive Vice President, Hawaiian Electric Co.  

Sharon Moriwaki, Co-Chair, HEPF & Assoc Director, UH Public Policy Center 

Food Security:  Russell Kokubun, Chair, HI Dept of Agriculture  

Dan Nakasone, President, Brainstorm Marketing, Inc. & Co-founder, She Grows Food 

Dean Okimoto, President & Owner, Nalo Farms  

   Dexter Kishida, School Food Coordinator, Kokua Hawai`i Foundation  

   Ed Kenney, Owner, Town/DownTown Restaurants 

Jackie Kozak Thiel, Communications Coordinator, Hawai‘i Invasive Species Council  

Laurie Carlson, President, Slow Food O’ahu & Founding Publisher, Honolulu Weekly 

Michelle Galimba, Owner, Kuahiwi Ranch 

Sylvia Yuen, Dean, UH College of Tropical Agriculture & Human Resources  

Ecosystem Security: Guy Kaulukukui, Deputy Director, HI Dept of Land & Natural Resources  

 Bill Tam, Deputy Director, HI Dept of Land & Natural Resources  

    ‘Aulani Wilhelm, NOAA Superintendent, Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument   

   Carol Wilcox, Board Member, Malama Maunalua  

Chipper Wichman, Executive Director, National Tropical Botanical Garden  

Christy Martin, Public Information Officer, Coordinating Group on Alien Pest Species  

Deanna Spooner, Coordinator, Pacific Island Climate Change Cooperative  

Jean Tanimoto, NOAA Pacific Services Center  

Josh Atwood, Coordinator, Hawaii Invasive Species Council  

Dr. Kenneth Kaneshiro, Director, UH Center for Conservation & Research Training  

Lihla Noori, Director, Hawai`i Conservation Alliance (HCA) 

Mark Fox, External Affairs Director, The Nature Conservancy of Hawai‘i  

Robert Harris, Executive Director, Sierra Club Hawai‘i  

Suzanne Case, Executive Director, The Nature Conservancy of Hawai‘i  

Green Growth: Jesse Souki, Director, HI Office of Planning  

 Dan Piccuta, Foreign Policy Advisor, Pacific Command (retired) 

Colonel (ret.) Howard Killian, HI Environmental & Sustainability Coordinator, Office of the Deputy 

Assistant Secretary of the Army  

Josh Atwood, Coordinator, Hawai`i Invasive Species Council  

Kirsten Baumgart-Turner, Sustainability Partners, Inc. 

Kyle Datta, General Partner, Ulupono Initiative 

Makena Coffman, Professor, UH Dept. of Urban & Regional Planning  

Maxine Burkett, Director, UH Center for Island Climate Adaptation & Policy  

 Momi Musick, Coordinator, Malama Hawai‘i 

Neil Hannahs, Director, Land Assets Division, Kamehameha Schools  

Pauline Sato, Executive & Program Director, Malama Learning Center 

Ulalia Woodside, Regional Assets Manager, Kamehameha Schools 

 Tim Johns, Vice Chair, APEC HI Host Committee & Executive VP, HI Medical Services Association 


